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FOREWORD 
This Course Description outlines the authorized program for 
English, Grade Eight. It reflects the philosophy of the Department 
of Education on the teaching of English at this grade level and is 
provided for the purpose of givi.ng direction to teachers and Boards 
in this subject area. 
We sincerely hope the document will be very helpful to all 
who use it • 
• \! \ .w:1 I •'Vo.A • 
H. w. House, M.H.A. 
Minister of Education 
August, 1978 
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INTRODUCTION 
It is obvious that students differ and programs intended 
to meet the needs of students will often vary from classroom 
to classroom, and even within a classroom. For this reason, 
this course description will not be entirely prescriptive. Eng-
lish is regarded not only as a subject for study but also as a 
process intimately related to and linked with personal growth 
and the need for communication. (English is students reading, 
writing, talking, · responding, communicating, making contact, 
thinking.) 
The organization of an English curriculum relevant to 
students' needs and abilities is a continuing goal of teachers. 
Thus, different programs for pupils below, on, or above the 
Grade Eight Reading level. The Grade Eight English Program 
design requires that: 
1. One teacher teach the complete English program to 
a class. 
2. An integrated approach to English be emphasized. 
3. A distinction be made between developmental reading 
which emphasizes skills, and literature which empha-
size~ appreciation, wide reading, and literary 
analysis. 
For the maximum effectiveness of this program, a working 
knowledge of the previous and subsequent programs is 
essential. An assessment of students' needs and abilities 
is, therefore, the logical first step for determining rele-
vant teaching. 
PHILOSOPHY 
Communication is the broad area in which English operates. 
Moreover, it is always irt the : language context that the skills 
of listening, speaking, thinking, reading, writing, and viewing 
are emphasized and learned. 
At the Grade Eight level unique and varied changes are 
reflected ·in students' physical maturation as well ~s in their 
intellectual, social, and emotional development. While attempting 
to satisfy their own needs students need to be sensitive to the 
wishes and feelings of others, and to be rational and creative 
in arriving at conclusions, making decisions and following 
courses of action that meet expectations of society. It is in 
this area of communication that the Grade Eight English program 
must operate. This program, therefore, should attempt to pro-
vide: 
1. An experiential and informational English Curriculum 
with activities and projects (communication situations) 
requiring students to reason, speculate, plan, consider 
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theories, and make their own generalizations and 
hypotheses. 
2. A variety of group situations in using language 
to make sense of what they are learning and 
to give meaning to their own experiences. 
3. A working knowledge of various standards of 
expression •. 
4. The continuous development of the .: skills needed 
in a complexity of experiences and communication 
situations. 
5. Opportunities for students through a wide variety 
of literature, to become familiar with the per-
ception of recognized writers past and present and 
thus develop a sense of what is worthwhile in litera-
ture, and a deepening appreciation of their heritage. 
I. TO HELP STUDENTS FURTHER DEVELOP THE SKILLS ESSENTIAL 
FOR EFFECTIVE COMMUNICATION, AND TO INCREASE. THEIR 
UNDERSTANDING OF THE LANGUAGE - COMMUNICATION PROCESS. 
A. Thinking 
No part of the English Program can be effective 
without the continuing development of thinking 
skills. 
Among the basic thinking skills to be 
-*Collecting and Organizing Data 
-*Classifying 
-*Hypothesizing 
-*Reasoning 
-*Interpreting 
B. Listening and Speaking 
developed are: 
- observing 
- Comparing 
- deciding 
- summarizing 
Listening and speaking are ongoing processes, that 
go hand in hand and should be treated together in 
interpersonal communication. Since they are vital 
to learning they must be emphasized as skills. 
(a) Listening 
Among the skills to be developed are: 
- selecting the main ideas from dictated passages 
- following specific directions 
- following speakers' ideas 
- distinguishing fact from opinion 
- enriching vocabulary by listening for precise 
words in reports, speeches, and debates 
- recognizing emotional appeals in oral pre-
sentations 
• 
• 
• 
(b) 
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- making inferences 
- distinguishing between statements in context and 
statements in isolation 
- using various media 
Speaking 
Among the skills to be developed are: 
- answering questions 
- giving information 
- sharing experiences 
- explaining and describing 
- conversing 
- entertaining 
C. Reading 
Among · the skills to be developed are: 
(a) Devel0pmenta1 Rea~ing 
- word attack skills 
~ comprehension 
(b) 
- study skills 
- fluency and speed in silent and oral reading 
- vocabulary 
- reading in the content areas 
Remedial Reading 
In keeping with the developmental concept of 
reading, it is necessary to assess student needs 
and abilities at the beginning of grade eight • 
The selection of a suitable remedial program 
based on this assessment to meet individual 
needs is the responsibility of the individual 
teacher. The Department supplies sufficient 
materials to satisfy this need. Students who do 
not need remedial reading can be treated to a 
more extensive study of the novel, the short story, 
poetry, and other literary genre, or do a more 
extensive study of writing skills. 
D. Writing 
All writing should emphasize neatness, legibility 
and t~e conventions of organization. 
Among the skills to be developed are: 
(a) Letter writing 
- the friendly letter 
- invitations 
- thank you letters 
- order form letter 
- job application 
E. 
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(b) Types of Writing 
( i) Na r ·r at ion 
This is the story of what happened to me; 
of human actions; about literary characters; 
about people in real life. 
Among the skills to be 
- clear point of view 
- selection of details 
- chronology 
- suspense 
- beginning 
- middle 
- end 
(ii) Description 
developed are: 
- characterization 
- foreshadowing 
- climax 
- dialogue 
- outline (of plot) 
- summaries 
(This is the world I live in) 
Among the skills to be developed: 
- observation (seeing through accurately) 
- sensory details and appropriate language 
- concrete imagery and specific words 
- classification (arranging like things 
in like order) 
- definition - describing the limits of a 
given thing. 
/'/-· ~ Grammar~ Usa~87 
Grammar is a description of how the language works. 
Such a description has its own terminology. Since 
grammar, writing, and speaking are interrelated, they 
should_ be taught in conjunction with one anot~er. 
Among the skills to be developed are: 
(a) · Parts of speech (word classes) and their func-
tion in written media. 
(b) Sentence Structure. 
- subject and predicate relationships 
- basic sentence patterns 
- expanding and combining sentences 
- simple sentences 
- compound sentences (coordinating) 
- complex sentences (subordinating) 
-*compound complex sentences 
- agreements - subject with verb; pronoun with 
antecedent 
-*use of the nominatiye form of the pronoun i as 
subject of a sentence, or as the complement of 
a verb "to be". The objective use as object 
of a verb or object of a preposition 
- appropriate use of adjectives and adverbs 
r 
. .. 
.. 
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F. Punctuation 
Our need for punctuation arises out of our understanding 
of the language process. Since good punctuation is 
necessary to the understanding of all writing, it 
should be taught and reviewed in all grades from 
~ Grade Seven to Grade Eleven. 
Among the skills to be developed are: 
~ - capitalization 
- the use of end punctuation 
- the comma 
- the colon 
- quotation marks 
- the apostophe, etc. 
G. Spelling and Dictionary 
(a) Spelling 
Students are to be h~lped to learn to spell 
accurately and confidently as many as they can 
of the common words of English that they will 
need to write. A spelling program is provided 
for Grade Eight. 
(b) Dictionary 
~ As dictionary skills are developed over a period 
of years, all teachers have a responsibility to 
encourage and require dictionary use by the stu-
dent. 
The following is a list of dictionary skills for 
Grade Eight students: 
- referring to a dictionary when writing 
- keeping a personal dictionary of troublesome 
words 
- understanding and using guide words, derivations, 
idiomatic phrases, synonyms, compound _words, 
noun phrase entries, homographs and homophones, 
cross references and variants 
- using the meanings in terms of the parts of 
speech labels, usage labels and usage notes, 
definitions and meanings, and illustrative phrases 
and examples 
- using thepronunciation key 
-*being able to explain each part of a dictionary 
entry 
H. Uses of Language 
At the Grade Eight level students should have opportu-
nities for and trairiing in: 
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Language usage appropriate to a variety of sub-
jects or situations 
- in using both formal and informal language 
- in organizing ideas in time and space sequence 
- in making statements with sufficient .follow-up 
examples 
Language usage appropriate to speci#ic audiences 
- on a one to one basis with a peer 
- with a group of peers 
- with different individuals adults (not only with · 
teachers) 
- with specific groups of adults 
- with the general public 
Language usage appropriate to a variety of purposes 
- to get things done 
- to inform, record, report 
- to instruct 
- to make a request for assistance · 
- to· describe a scene or situation 
- to tell a story 
- to present feelings and ideas in poetry and stories 
· II. OPPORTUNITIES FOR STUDENTS THROUGH A WIDE VARIETY OF 
LITERATURE TO BECOME FAMILIAR WITH THE PRECEPTIONS OF 
RECOGNIZED WRITERS, AND THUS DEVELOP A SENSE OF WHAT IS 
WORTHWHILE IN LITERATURE AND A DEEPENING APPRECIATION 
OF THEIR HERITAGE. 
Most of the literature read in grade eight will follow one 
or both broad areas of organization - thematic units and/ 
or genre. One of the responsibilities of the Grade Eight 
teacher is to ensure that the students become aware of and 
appreciate the literature of Newfoundland. Thus no matter 
wb•t the approach, thematic or genre, representative pieces 
of Newfoundland literature· ·mu·s ·t ·be· ·i ·n·c·1u·d·e·d for study in 
the apprepr·1·at·e s e c·ti·o·n s· ·b·e·low: 
Among the concepts to be taught are: 
A. Prose 
(a) Short Story minimum of 6 - 10 
Among the concepts 
- plot 
- character 
- setting 
- conflict 
- theme 
to be developed are: 
-*mood 
-*atmosphere 
-*form 
-*point of view 
( 
' . 
{. ' 
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(b) The Novel 
The student should be exposed to the novel 
as a unique literary form but with emphasis on 
enjoyment. The student should be encouraged to 
read as many novels as possible. 
Top.ice to be developed 
- time and place settings 
- major and minor characters 
- sequence of events 
(c) Other Prose 
- autobiography 
- biography 
-*the article 
-*the essay 
B. Poetry 
The basic philosophy for teaching poetry in Grade 
Eight centers around the fact that instruction will 
lead to appreciation and enjoyment, not towards 
examination nor dissection of a poem. In Grade 
Eight, students will be exposed to a wide range of 
poetry. Among the kinds to be included are: 
- narrative 
- nonsense poetry 
- limerick 
-*the lyric and the ballad (as a distinct narrative 
Amorig · the poetic devices 
- simile 
- per~onification 
- rhyme 
- alliteration 
C. Drama 
form) 
which may be considered 
- word pictures 
-*stanza 
-*form 
are: 
Drama in Grade eight is intended to promote student 
interest and involvement rather than to encourage a 
formal study of plays. 
Among' the activities that would prove helpful are: 
- improvisation 
- role playing 
- skits and interludes 
- using various media 
With reference to, at least, the one act play, among 
the concepts that may be introduced are: 
- structure 
- characterization 
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- basic terminology such as setting, dialogue, 
stage areas, etc. 
-*theme 
-*mood 
-*cause and e .ffect relationships 
III. TO PROVIDE OPPORTUNITIES FOR STUDENTS TO BE EXPOSED TO 
AND TO USE A VARIETY OF MEDIA 
(Media usage should be interrelated with the entire 
English program). 
Media emphasis in Grade Eight will focus on helping 
students use effectively various media in their work. 
The following activities should be emphasized where 
possible: 
- work involving the tape rec-o~ .. de$ .' 
- graphics 
- posters '·· , 
- collages 
- slide-tape presentations; etc. 
Among the areas where the use of media is most obvious 
are: 
- oral co$munication 
- listeni~g 
- Newf oundlandiana 
- language work 
r 
( 
~· 
·' -
DATE DUE 
JUL 11 80 
~25 \960 
B 1 0 1986 
.A~ l 
I & 3 11 19 
. 
: JAN 2 2 1987 
JAN?. 5 1981 
FEB 2 2 1987 
"" JAN22 '98t 
' 
~ 2 9 1988 
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